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This country can’t afford—and, the Amer-

ican people don’t deserve—the kind of anti-in-
vestment, anti-jobs policies that the FCC has 
displayed through their ruling against local 
phone company deregulation.
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Kalman and Devorah Strobel 
upon their selection to be the honorees at the 
24th Annual Dinner of the Young Israel of Av-
enue J, in Brooklyn, New York. 

Mr. and Mrs. Strobel have truly defined 
community service. Having given generously 
of their time, finances, and business acumen, 
our local Brooklyn neighborhoods have truly 
been blessed to be the beneficiaries of such 
selflessness. 

Mr. and Mrs. Strobel have played an inte-
gral role in the success of the Young Israel for 
over twenty years as well as many other cru-
cial local Jewish institutions. The Strobel’s 
dedication to Tifereth High School for Special 
Children is only one example of the breadth 
and depth of their efforts to better our neigh-
borhoods. Their efforts have provided a guid-
ing light into the true meaning of the Hebrew 
word ‘‘chesed’’ translated into English as kind-
ness. 

Being of a soft spoken nature, Mr. & Mrs. 
Strobel have proven that actions speak louder 
than words. Although never ones to seek ac-
colades for their work, the community and the 
Young Israel will forever be indebted to them. 

Addionally, I wish to congratulate the 
Strobel’s children, Suri, Miraty, Rivky, and 
Meir Eli, and granddaughter Chaya Leah so 
fortunate to have Kalman and Devorah as 
their role models. 

May you continue to grace our community 
with your inspiring presence for many years to 
come.
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Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Ms. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the South 
Lake Memorial American Auxiliary #55 on their 
Anniversary. Sixty-six years ago this Auxiliary 
was founded by the brave veterans of World 
War I and has been serving their community 
ever since. 

Most recently, they were recognized as one 
of the strongest promoters of the ‘‘Spinoza 
Bear Program’’. This is a compassionate cru-
sade that brings a smile to thousands of griev-
ing children. 

Their commitment to public service is re-
newed every year as they sponsor two young 
women to attend Girl’s State, a wonderful pro-
gram that has been developed to foster polit-
ical activism in our nation’s youth. They are in-

volved in countless other activities that pro-
mote community involvement by their mem-
bers. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to call the men and 
women of the South Lake Memorial American 
Legion constituents, and I ask that you join 
with me today to congratulate them on their 
service to our nation.
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Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Veronica Nigh, a very special 
young woman who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership. She 
has been honored with the Award of Distinc-
tion as winner of the Cotillion for Achievement 
Scholarship Program. 

The Cotillion for Achievement Award was 
established in 1986 and is presented annually. 
Two winners, one male, one female are se-
lected from public and private school seniors 
attending school in Andrew and Buchanan 
County, Missouri. Students are evaluated on 
four criteria, scholastic achievement, extra-
curricular activities, community involvement 
and an essay written by the student. This 
prestigious award has been extended to 
Veronica. 

Veronica has established herself as a well-
rounded student. She is involved in numerous 
activities, including Student Council, FFA, 
FCCLA, Social Studies Club, National Honors 
Society, class officer, volleyball, county fair 
play, the county museum, the County Fair 
Board, Student Tutors and the District Health 
Board as a student ambassador. Additionally, 
she has been honored for her achievements 
with such awards and distinctions as The Na-
tional Honor Society Award, Missouri Girls 
State Minority House Leader, who’s who 
among American high school students, stu-
dent of the quarter, 1st place on the State Ag-
riculture Literacy Team, 3rd place on the state 
FFA Agriculture Sales Team, the Washington 
Leadership Conference, FFA Chapter Star 
Greenhand, State FFA Creed Speaker, High 
Honor Roll, Honor Letter and The Missouri 
FFA Public Speaking Academy First Place 
Novice Division. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Veronica Nigh for her many 
achievements and in wishing her the best of 
luck in her future.
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Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker I 
rise today to commend the staff of the Som-
erset Social Security Office for their strong, ef-
fective, and compassionate service to the peo-
ple of Kentucky. 

Social Security plays an important role in 
the lives of more Americans than any other 

federal program. Whether providing a Social 
Security number for a newborn baby, mailing 
a check to a retired worker, or helping a dis-
abled individual receive benefits, the Social 
Security Administration touches the lives of 
just about everyone. 

The field office in my hometown of Som-
erset, Kentucky, is a shining example for this 
massive agency. Under the leadership of W.D. 
Dalton, the staff in Somerset consistently goes 
beyond the call of duty to provide valuable 
benefits to the people of Kentucky. Because of 
their unwavering commitment to helping oth-
ers, the Social Security Administration recog-
nized the Somerset Office as the Best Level II 
Field Office in the Atlanta Region for fiscal 
year 2002. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my colleagues 
and myself, I want to thank the staff at the 
Somerset Social Security Office for their hard 
work and dedication to serving the people of 
Kentucky. These fine Americans are an inspi-
ration to us all, and I salute them for their 
commitment to helping others.
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Mr. MCHUGH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, as 
I have countless times before on the floor of 
this House, to talk about something very near 
and dear to my heart—Fort Drum and the 
brave men and women of the Army’s 10th 
Mountain Division (Light Infantry), the most 
frequently deployed division in the U.S. Army 
today. 

When I raise this topic, I take a particular 
amount of pride in reminding my colleagues 
that Fort Drum, which is the most modern mili-
tary facility anywhere in the world, is situated 
within my upstate New York Congressional 
District. Since the early 1990s, soldiers from 
the 10th Mountain Division (LI) have partici-
pated in significant operations both at home 
and abroad, including Hurricane Andrew, the 
Northeast’s Ice Storm of 1998, Somalia, Haiti, 
Bosnia, Kosovo, Afghanistan and beyond. 

I have seen the men and women of the 10th 
Mountain Division (LI) in action. I have met 
many of the soldiers one-on-one and have 
been fortunate to speak with them during visits 
here at home and while the Division has been 
deployed around the globe. I am always im-
pressed by their professionalism and the way 
they do their job without hesitation. The dedi-
cation, commitment, and heroism these men 
and women have is, perhaps, what is most re-
markable about Fort Drum. 

Last week, people from across the country 
became familiar with Fort Drum as well. But 
sadly, our nation learned the importance of 
this Army post through news reports of a trag-
ic helicopter crash that occurred during a train-
ing mission. We were all devastated on last 
Tuesday afternoon when we learned that a 
Black Hawk went down killing 11 soldiers and 
injuring two. 

Mr. Speaker, the soldiers who lost their lives 
on March 11, 2003 in the service of our nation 
are: 

Cpt. Christopher E. Britton, 27, from Ohio, 
assigned to Headquarters and Headquarters 
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